
  
I met Wendy at LeadChange doing leadership/team building work using horses, which I found 
fascinating.  I found she lived in Spain, breeding Paso Fino horses.  That was even more exciting as I 
knew these horses from way back when I lived in Colombia for a while where I had admired these 
horses, which seemed to be everywhere, and also from a country fair where I had seen completely co-
incidently Wendy and her team doing a Paso Fino display –(years before) absolutely mesmerizing - 
their gracefulness, their smoothness, their eagerness and forward going way – just brilliant.   
 
I have a place in Spain and we were going there for our summer holidays, so booked my visit.  What a 
day to remember.  Looking around at Wendy’s beautiful horses, they were all so different in colouring, 
all with that graceful look and looking so well and happy.  They are not as big as the 16h horses Im 
used to being quite tall, so I did feel a bit of a giant next to them but not on top.  When I got to ride 
Dante, I fell in love all over again – sorry Keith.  Wendy personally rode him to  show him move, how to 
ride him in gait, how easy he turns.  I was the last to try him that day, as there were other visitors and 
Wendy coached me and just let me have fun.  He moved as I asked him to, gaited really nicely, with no 
bumping up and down as I was used to, just smooth and effortless.   
 

                       
 
I went back two more times that holiday, riding Dante out on the streets and in the fields, and although 
he was very forward going, very keen, he was a pleasure.  Looking again at the other horses, there was 
this black colt in the middle field, a little bit of a different look about him, yet something loving.  I have 
always loved black horses – I guess too much watching Black Beauty, and loved this colt.  I am not a 
spontaneous or irresponsible person, but on this occasion I gave in to a wild dream – to own a black 
horse.  Some sense prevailed, to make it share in a horse rather than outright own.  So I proposed my 
mad idea to Wendy who luckily was taken with the idea of not losing him, but gaining someone who can 
share her passion, support her, share her dreams for him in breeding plans and spookily he is the son 
of the extraordinary world champ stallion ‘Ingeniero’ who Wendy had on tour from Flying M ranch and 
was that horse at the original show display all those years ago – it was meant to be!  
 
So I became the proud part owner of Primero Mercurio. (Sire ‘Ingeniero’ and Dam Wendys Cleopatra 
del Juncal a classy direct daughter of one of the most famous stallions of all times ‘Capuchino’) We call 
him Rio for short, as my children struggled with the full name.  I now take great pleasure in visiting 
when I can, with my daughter who shares in our dream.  After one of these visits, we went to see friend 
and neighbour Jean Claude Dysli the man who first brought a Paso Fino to Europe, Wendy and I both 
had this inspiration to ask Jean Claude to train Mercurio who was just coming up to 3 years old.  Jean 
Claude met Mercurio, and offered to jointly with his son to train him.  Jean Claude saw the qualities in 
him as we do.  See for yourselves: 
 

 
 
 
All in all it has been a real adventure, and it has changed my life. 
Look out for new pictures and some video clips of our promising boy on the web site soon. 


